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of the word. It brought Christianity nearer to its
original simplicity and made it less superstitious
and cruel.

The Quakers had always maintained that it
was a mistake to suppose that their ideas would
interfere with material prosperity and happiness;
and they certainly proved their contention in
Pennsylvania. To Quaker liberalism was due
not merely the material prosperity, but prison
reform and the notable public charities of Penn-
sylvania; in both of which activities, as in the
abolition of slavery, the Quakers were leaders.
Original research in science also flourished in a
marked degree in colonial Pennsylvania. No one
in those days knew the nature of thunder and
lightning, and the old explanation that they were
the voice of an angry God was for many a sufficient
explanation. Franklin, by a long series of experi-
ments In the free Quaker colony, finally proved
in 1752 that lightning was electricity, that is to
say, a manifestation of the same force that is pro-
duced when glass is rubbed with buckskin. He
invented the lightning rod, discovered the phe-
nomenon of positive and negative electricity, ex-
plained the action of the Leyden jar, and was the
first American writer on the modern science of